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THE longer Mayo’s current win-
ning streak continues the more 
they leave us wondering just 
how they do it.

They meander through large 
passages of games without show-
ing any great interest, they ride 
their luck spectacularly, and 
eventually they seal the deal. It 
is a pattern that has become as 
predictable as it has successful. 
And it shows no sign of abating 
any time soon.

Two goals at critical moments 
turned out to be the scores that 
ultimately turned this match in 
their favour and set them up for 
a league fi nal date with Donegal 
next Sunday.

Unfortunately nothing became 
this tepid semi-fi nal last Sunday 
like the ending of it. With Croke 
Park only fi lled to one-third of 
its capacity the match was played 
for the most part against a wall 
of deafening silence.

The football was also medio-
cre and apart from a handful of 
outstanding individual displays 
and the end result there was 
very little for John O’Mahony 
to get carried away with.

The record books will show 
that Mayo have now won their 
last six matches. What they 
won’t document is how patchy 
the displays have been and how 
the results continue to mask 
shortcomings at midfi eld and 
in attack.

But obviously there are posi-
tives too and Mayo’s fi tness 
levels, work ethic, team spirit 
and refusal to panic remain their 
greatest attributes.

Liam O’Malley and Keith Hig-
gins gave polished displays in 
the two corner-back spots with 
the latter holding Michael Mee-
han scoreless.

Enda Devenney and Peadar 
Gardiner (when they escaped 
the attentions of their tight-
marking opponents) remain 
dynamic runners from the half-

FOOTBALL ALLIANZ NATIONAL LEAGUE

Mayo refuse 
to go quietly

REACTION

EDWIN MCGREAL
CROKE PARK

JUST after emerging from the 
Galway dressing-room to offer 
his condolences, John O’Mahony 
leans back against the wall and 
faces the media. A combination 
of fi fteen dictaphones and mics 
are planted under his nose almost 
immediately. He was cornered 
but didn’t appear to mind.

He was in high spirits. There 
was no fear of any shocking 
proclamations about Mayo being 
the team to beat but the manager 
looked content with what had 
just passed. Mayo had returned 
to Croke Park and came away 
with a victory to set up a shot at 
a league title.

“As we all know nowadays 
league is a good preparation for 
championship, to get a compet-
itive game. The choice for us 
next Sunday was to be down in 

Belleek wood (Ballina) running 
around the place or up here in a 
league fi nal. I’d prefer and I think 
the lads would prefer to be here,” 
O’Mahony chucked.

But Mayo’s performance wasn’t 
getting the platitudes from their 
manager. It rarely will, one could 
counter, but there’s no doubting 
there is room room for improve-
ment. It’s hard to imagine 
O’Mahony preferring it any other 
way.

“It was good to win in Croke 
Park but Mayo didn’t play as well 
as they they did in last year’s 
All-Ireland semi-fi nal. That’s the 
relevance. We gave away an awful 
lot of ball in the fi rst half and if 
we examine our performance 
we’d be quite disappointed with 
it in many respects so it’s great 
to get through to the fi nal from 
that point of view.

“The game came up for both 
teams so fast that we didn’t really 
have time to think about it. We’d 
hope to have a few lads back. 

You could see that the intensity 
of championship (was lacking), 
maybe it was the hot day, maybe 
it was the fact that we are meet-
ing in fi ve weeks time.”

Not surprisingly there was one 
team who now had an edge com-
ing into championship, according 
to O’Mahony.

“It probably gives Galway an 
edge because I know if I had lost 
that game today I wouldn’t have 
worried about the consequences 
on May 20 and in many respects 
it will mean a quieter build-up 
for them (Galway) so they are 
already in advantage mode.”

Sunday was also the fi rst time 
O’Mahony attempted to plot the 
downfall of the county he led to 
two Senior All-Irelands. He 
played down its signifi cance.

“Peter Ford was quoted during 
the week saying that this is about 
the two teams. I have life long 
friends in that Galway dressing 
room and whatever happens we 
will do everything to try to get 
Mayo successful and across the 
line. The project right now is to 
advance Mayo football. As you 
can see they have worked hard 
and that’s why we’re in a league 

fi nal next weekend. But there’s 
an awful lot more to be done and 
an awful lot of rough edges and 
fi ne tuning to be done and we’ll 
get on with that now.”

Still he could take comfort that, 
again, in the second half his side 
came back into contention for 
the fourth game running.

“We reeled them in,” he agreed. 
“We were lucky to get the goal 
in the fi rst half after they had got 
such a good start and we did 
manage to pull back their lead 
each time and we got the penalty 
in the second half. We got the 
few breaks that made that hap-
pen and then we edged ahead 
by a point.”

And while there was a sparse 
enough travelling crowd from 
the west, O’Mahony wasn’t one 
to complain.

“We’ll make the trip as many 
times as we have to,” he laughed. 
“We’d have a number of our lads 
who wouldn’t have played in 
Croke Park before like James 
Kilcullen and Aidan Campbell. 
It was good from that point of 
view to get those lads a run out 
and to get another one next 
week.”

John O’Mahony says victory 
changes very little for May 20

A lot done but more to do

back line while David Heaney, 
Andy Moran and Ger Brady all 
toiled honestly. 

Conor Mortimer never stopped 
trying either but he failed to 
score from play. It is now obvi-
ous that his marker, Damien 
Burke, is no way in awe of Mayo’s 
top scorer in the competition. 

The match itself never reached 
any great heights and Galway 
and Peter Ford will feel that in 
many ways it was one that got 
away.

They led by 1-2 to 0-1 after 14 
minutes and by 1-8 to 1-5 ten 
minutes into the second half. 
On both occasions they were in 
complete control only for Mayo 
to plunder goals that turned the 
match on its head.

Cormac Bane was a constant 
threat in the fi rst half and his 
goal on seven minutes (after 
Padraic Joyce picked him out) 
propelled Galway into the 
lead.

Derek Savage then tacked on 
a point as Galway forced the 
pace and threw the ball around 
confi dently.

As is their wont Mayo came 
roaring back in sensational fash-
ion; two Galway defenders con-
testing the one ball which broke 
fortuitously into the path of Ger 
Brady. 

To his credit the big forward 

showed nimble footwork to step 
past the goalkeeper and lash the 
ball to the net. The game was 
back on.

Alan Dillon then sauntered in 
to chip the equaliser a minute 
later and Mayo seemed to have 
settled. 

Galway’s response was equally 
impressive as Joe Bergin drove 
them on from midfi eld and Nicky 
Joyce (free) and the lively Bane 
drilled points to restore a two 
point cushion (1-4 to 1-2) by the 
21st minute.

The ebb and fl ow nature of 
the game continued unabated 
as Aidan Kilcoyne and Conor 
Mortimer (free) landed points 
to haul Mayo to parity before 
Bane and Mortimer traded 
scores before the break.

It was 1-5 apiece at the short 
whistle but Galway started the 
second half with much of their 
customary old swagger. 

Three points were reeled off 
in the opening fi ve minutes from 
Padraic Joyce and his cousin 
Nicky (two frees) as Damien 
Burke, Michael Comer, Joe Ber-
gin and Ja Fallon pulled the 
strings.

Galway also created further 
chances that came and went and 
were to prove costly in the end. 
Had they converted their dom-
inance into scores at that stage 

Mayo may have been beyond 
redemption.

As it was a foul on Conor Mor-
timer inside the square resulted 
in a penalty that doubled as a 
life-line for his team. Paul Doherty 
produced a smart save to stop 

the spot-kick but Alan Dillon 
reacted quickest to the rebound 
and stabbed it to the net. 

There were 48 minutes gone 
and Mayo were back on terms. 
The sides were level on three 
further occasions during the ten 

minutes that followed and were 
locked together at 1-11 to 2-8 on 
58 minutes.

At this stage Mayo upped the 
ante and Ger Brady fi sted the 
lead score before Conor Mor-
timer clipped a free to open up 
a two point cushion.

Mayo were doing just enough 
to keep Galway at bay and all 
they could muster in the fi nal 
fi fteen minutes was a pointed 
free from Padraic Joyce.

The fi nal whistle brought a 
disappointing contest to a close 
and nobody showed too much 
emotion. This may have been a 
league semi-fi nal but it was still 
merely the prelude to the main 
event. Five weeks and counting 
now…

MAYO
D Clarke; L O’Malley, J Kilcullen, K 
Higgins; E Devenney (0-1), B Padden, 
P Gardiner; P Harte (0-1), D Heaney; 
G Brady (1-1), K O’Neill, A Kilcoyne 
(0-1); C Mortimer (0-3, 3fs), A Dillon 
(1-2, 1f), A Moran (0-1). 
Subs used: A Campbell for Kilcoyne; 
M Conroy for O’Neill.

GALWAY
P Doherty; K Fitzgerald, F Hanley, 
D Burke; D Meehan, N Coyne, M 
Comer; J Bergin, D Blake; D Savage 
(0-1), J Fallon, N Joyce (0-4, 3fs); M 
Meehan, P Joyce (0-5, 3fs), C Bane 
(1-2). 
Subs used: N Coleman for N Joyce; 
B Cullinane for M Meehan.

Referee: D Coldrick (Meath)

Another one point win books 
league fi nal date with Donegal

MAYO’S LUCKY STARS
YOU may well make your own 

luck but Mayo have enjoyed 

more than their fair share in 

recent weeks.

There was Dublin’s missed 

penalty, Tyrone hitting the 

crossbar twice and last Sunday 

another bizarre example. 

Remember when two Galway 

defenders ran into each other 

and Ger Brady pounced to 

goal? Not to mention that 

penalty rebound.

Not that we’re complaining …

CROKER’S WALL 
OF SILENCE
BRINGING the Donegal, Mayo 

and Galway teams and 

supporters to Croke Park last 

Sunday was the only topic of 

conversation beforehand.

The ground was practically 

empty, there was no atmos-

phere worth talking about, and 

most people wanted to be 

somewhere else. Castlebar, 

Galway or Cavan to name three 

places …

MAYO’S TRAIN 
OF THOUGHT
THOSE passengers on the early 

morning train from Claremorris 

to Dublin last Sunday morning 

had the Mayo squad and 

management for company.

John O’Mahony and co 

decided to take the train and so 

there was no overnight stay in 

the capital. The low-key 

approach obviously worked well 

and saved a few euros into the 

bargain.

TALKING POINTS

SEMI-FINAL

Mayo 2-10
Galway 1-12

MIKE FINNERTY
CROKE PARK

GaillimhMaigh Eo

WITHIN TOUCHING 
DISTANCE 

Mayo’s David Heaney 
jumps with Galway’s Niall 

Coleman during last 
Sunday’s Allianz NFL semi-

fi nal at Croke Park. 
Pic: Sportsfi le

46
The number of thousands of 

empty seats that were left in 

Croke Park last Sunday.

21
The number of league semi-

fi nals that Mayo have beaten 

Galway in since 1927.

5
The number of 

wides Mayo 

kicked last 

Sunday. 

NUMBERS 
GAME

FEELING THE 
STRAIN 
Mayo manager 
John O’Mahony 
can’t bear to watch 
last Sunday. 
Pic: Sportsfi le

CAUGHT ON THE REBOUND 
Mayo’s Alan Dillon (right) watches his shot 
fl y past Galway goalkeeper Paul Doherty in 
the 48th minute of last Sunday’s NFL semi-
fi nal at Croke Park. It drew Mayo level and 
changed the course of the game. Pic: Sportsfi le



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (ISOnewspaper30v4)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 200
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 200
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName (ISOnewspaper30v4)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


