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The Secret
History of Tom
Trueheart
Ian Beck’s “Secret History of Tom
Trueheart” (To mystiko taxidi tou
Tom Truehart), for children aged
8-12, tells the story of a boy who,
unlike his six adventurous
brothers, isn’t brave, though he

wishes he
was. While
his brothers
go on
perilous
missions in
the Land of
Stories to
find
suspenseful
endings for
tales, Tom
stays home.
However, on

his 12th birthday he is forced to go
and find them when they fail to
return from a quest. Will he find
the courage to pull this
challenging task off? This
charming book features
references to the classics, such as
Snow White and Rapunzel. It is
Beck's first work for children and
is priced at 14 euros. 

For further information, log 
on to www.moderntimes.gr.

Traveling with 
a Dinosaur
A new educational book,
“Traveling with a Dinosaur” (Enas
dinosavros sto balkoni mou),
written by Sakis Serefas and
illustrated by Yiannis Stylos,
focuses on the history of

Thessaloniki.
A young boy,
Yiannis, and a
dinosaur that
suddenly
appears on
his balcony
embark upon
an
adventurous
tour of the
northern
Greek city. On

their journey they stop at
important sites including the
Roman Arch of Galerius, the
“Umbrella” sculpture by Giorgos
Zongolopoulos and the domes of
the 15th-century Bezesteni
Turkish market. All the sites have
played a role in the city’s exciting
history from its foundation up
until the modern era. The book is
priced at 11.50 euros.

For further information, log 
on to www.patakis.gr.

The Wizard of Oz
Family adventure directed by
Victor Fleming, featuring Judy
Garland, Frank Morgan, Ray
Bolger, Bert Lahr, Jack Haley,
Billie Burke and Margaret
Hamilton. 
This 1939 classic is based on L.
Frank Baum’s book “The
Wonderful Wizard of Oz.” Dorothy
and her dog, Toto, are caught in a
tornado as it passes through their
home in Kansas and arrive
unscathed in the magical Land of
Oz. Although Oz is full of wonders,
Dorothy desperately wants to
return home. The only one who
can help her is a great wizard who
lives in the Emerald City. Her long
journey to find him is full of
adventures and encounters with
unique characters who are all
looking for something special: a
lion in need of courage, a
scarecrow who wants a brain and
a tin man looking for heart,
among others. A musical with a
message, this classic is sure to
entertain both young and old as
they follow Dorothy on her voyage
through a truly magical world. 
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Animation directed by Peter Lord
and Nick Park, featuring the voices
of Phil Daniels, Lynn Ferguson, Mel
Gibson, Tony Haygarth, Jane
Horrocks, Miranda Richardson and
Julia Sawalha. 
This comedy, released in 2000, is a
claymation classic from the
Aardman Animations studios, which
also brought us the Oscar-winning
“Wallace and Gromit” films. Led by Rocky the rooster and Ginger the hen, a group of chickens decide to
escape from a farm where they have been kept by the evil Mr And Mrs Tweedy and free themselves
from eventual “death by chicken pie.” The movie, set on a 1950s English chicken farm, is a hilarious and
heartfelt tribute to prison escape films. Available at DVD stores.

Parks & playgrounds  
For families unable to escape from the city this
month, here are a couple of suggestions sure
to keep the little ones happy.
Family Park
A supervised, safe, open-air playground for
children in the Village Entertainment Park in
Rendi. Opening hours: Mondays-Fridays 5.30-
11 p.m.; Saturdays-Sundays 11 a.m. to
midnight. 

Tel. 210.491.1225, 
website www.familypark.gr.

Kidom 
An amusement park designed especially for
kids next to the Allou! Fun Park. At the junction
of Kifissou Avenue and Petrou Ralli Street in
the southern suburb of Rendi. Opening hours:
Mondays-Fridays, 5-11 p.m.; Saturdays 10 a.m.
to midnight; Sundays 10 a.m. to 11 p.m. 

Website 
www.alloufunpark.gr. 
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Leisure in Athens

Water parks

Chicken Run 

Asterix aux jeux Olympiques
FAMILY ADVENTURE, 2008, 116’
Directed by Frederic Forestier and Thomas
Langmann, starring Gerard Depardieu, Clovis
Cornillac, Benoit Poelvoorde, Alain Delon and
Vanessa Hessler. (In French.)
The feisty Gauls take on the world’s best at the
Olympic Games, while Julius Caesar vies with his son
Brutus for the affections of a Hellenic princess.
Playing at the Village Center in Pangrati daily at 7
p.m., with an additional screening on Saturday and
Sunday at 4.30 p.m.

GET IN TOUCH
Readers are invited to send their views
and comments to kids@athensplus.gr.

Animation

DVD classic
KIDS’ STUFFKIDS’ STUFF

Aqualand Corfu
If you’re spending your holidays on the Ionian island of Corfu
and the kids are craving something more than just sun, sea
and sand, then visit Aqualand. Offering a great variety of
attractions for the entire family, this water park is located in
the popular resort of Aghios Ioannis. A huge oasis of
approximately 75,000 square meters accommodates pools,
water slides, games and activities for all ages. A team of
experienced lifeguards supervise visitors, guaranteeing
their safety. The main attractions for youngsters include the
Big Shallow, the Flat Ramp, the Slippery Octopus, the
Screaming Frog and the Shower Mushroom. There is also a
variety of out-of-water activities on offer, such as a large
playground and a bouncy castle, as well as the 3,000 sq.m.
mini-cars area. Parents can kick back and observe their tots
from the comfort of free deckchairs and umbrellas with
refreshments available from the central bar, restaurant and
snack kiosks. A minimarket, boutique, photo print shop as
well as safety lockers also operate on the park grounds.
Aqualand is open July-August from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. and
May-June and September-October from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Tel. 26610.52963,  
website www.aqualand-corfu.com.

Acquaplus 
Located 5 kilometers outside Hersonissos, next to the Crete
Golf Club, Aquaplus is a water park offering a range of sports
and entertainment options for the entire family. Set amid a
gorgeous garden filled with all kinds of flowers and tropical
trees, the giant slides, Spacebowl, Lazy River and Giant
Adventure Pool provide a world of watery fun and much
more for kids. The park also offers a play area including
table tennis, pool tables and air hockey while a pool
restaurant serves fast food as well as traditional Creatan
dishes. Entrance costs 12 euros for children and 20 euros for
adults, while entrance is free for little ones under 5. 

Website 
www.acquaplus.gr.
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